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“All-Rounder” – Bangladesh
Kazi Riasat Alve (Bangladesh)
Arafat lives in a slum and works in a cigarette factory in Chittagong, but his great love is cricket and he dreams of winning the 
Cricket World Cup as part of Bangladesh’s national team. 



Welcome to People & Planet 2012
The 2012 People & Planet Diary supports the work of 49 
Australian not-for-profit organisations working for a more just, 
more sustainable world.

the PeoPle & Planet 2012 diary has been Published by a PartnershiP oF these organisations:

 > ACT Fair Trade Collective
 > Aid/Watch
 > Animal Rights Advocates Inc.
 > Asylum Seeker Resource 

Centre
 > Australian Marine 

Conservation Society
 > Australian Peace Committee 

(SA)
 > Australian Religious 

Response to Climate Change
 > Big Heart Project
 > Borderlands Cooperative
 > Cambodian Kids Foundation
 > Canberra Environment and 

Sustainability Resource Centre

 > Cape to Cape Catchments 
Group

 > Catholic Earthcare Australia
 > Community Links with 

Cambodia
 > Connecting Hands
 > East Timor Women Australia
 > Empower Incorporated
 > Engineers Without Borders 

Australia
 > Environment Centre of the 

Northern Territory
 > Environs Kimberley
 > Ethical.org.au
 > Familia Moja
 > Friends of Kolkata

 > Friends of the Earth Australia
 > Friends Vision – Australia
 > Gareth Ivory Foundation
 > Green Collect
 > Health Australia & Tanzania
 > Humane Research Australia
 > Huon Valley Environment 

Centre
 > Junior Chamber International
 > MADGE (Mothers Are 

Demystifying GE)
 > Oases Graduate School
 > Only Just
 > Oxfam Shop
 > People & Animal Welfare 

Society (PAWS)

 > Palms Australia 
 > Restless Development
 > Reverse Garbage Coop, Qld
 > Ross House Association
 > SPIRAL Community Hub
 > Starbright Learning Exchange
 > The Green Shop
 > The Trading Circle
 > Tia International Aid
 > Traditional Healthcare
 > United Nations Association SA
 > WA Fair Trade Collective
 > Youth Vegetarian Association

2012 marks the United Nations International 
Year of Cooperatives, which aims to highlight 
“the contribution of cooperatives to socio-
economic development, in particular 
recognising their impact on poverty 
reduction, employment generation and social 
integration.”

In Australia there are thousands of 
cooperatives operating in almost every area of 
society, from the largest insurance companies 
worth billions of dollars, to the smallest 
community groups assisting their local 
members.  Across the world cooperatives are 
estimated to provide over 100 million jobs.

A cooperative is a legal structure that allows 
members to own and govern an enterprise, 
and to collectively enjoy the benefits.  As 
organisations based on self-help and the 
interests of their members rather than on 
making a profit, cooperatives have a crucial 
part to play in helping create a more just 
and sustainable world, free from poverty and 
exploitation – particularly in the developing 
world. 

While some of the partner organisations for 
the 2012 People & Planet Diary are indeed 
cooperatives, all of them are dedicated to 
working for a more just, more sustainable 
future, locally, nationally or globally. By 
purchasing this diary you are already 
supporting their work, but please visit their 
websites and consider making a donation or 
volunteering your time - they’ll undoubtably 
appreciate it.

Finally, thanks as always to the many 
photographers from across the world - 
from 84 different countries this year - who 
submitted photographs to the People & 
Planet International Photo Competition.  The 
best of their images appear in these pages, 
helping to bring important attention to 
some of the world’s most pressing social and 
environmental issues.

All the best for 2012,

Michael Cebon

Editor, People & Planet



Makar Sankranti – Sagar Island, India
Abhijit Dey (India) 
A group of women dry their saris after taking a holy dip during Makar Sankranti, a pilgimage to Sagar 
Island, or Gangasagar, where the Ganges meets the Bay of Bengal.  Here pilgrims wash away their 
earthly sins and celebrate what is believed to be the most astrologically auspicious time of year. Saris 
are widely worn across India, and have been a mainstay of India’s apparel and textiles industry which 
employs around 33 million people directly and 55 million indirectly. Sadly, in the last decade cheap 
imports from China have driven down the price of silk saris below the production cost, putting possibly 
millions of weavers out of work.
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Weather Warning – Bangladesh
Abir Abdullah (Bangladesh)
In the wake of 2009’s Cyclone Aila, which caused extensive damage across Bangladesh, leaving an 
estimated 500,000 people homeless, a Bangladeshi woman is transported through floodwaters to safety. 
With over 150 million inhabitants, Bangladesh is amongst the most densely populated countries, and 
its capital Dhaka is one of the most populous cities on earth. Climate change’s impact on Bangladesh’s 
agricultural sector is fuelling the migration of 500,000 Bangladeshis from rural and coastal regions to 
Dhaka each year, precipitating a rise in the numbers living in the city’s slums, where an estimated 70 
percent of dwellers reside as a result of environmental adversity.
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There Must Be an Energy Source Down There Somewhere . . . – United Kingdom
Adam McKeating (United Kingdom)
The sun sets on an offshore oil refinery in Southport, North West England.  As UK oil and gas production 
falls – by 7.7 percent and 4.3 percent respectively in 2010 – the UK is at the forefront of a global shift to 
generating energy from clean sources, like the sun, wind and tides. In the last year, solar power capacity 
has risen more than 18-fold as subsidies have encouraged homeowners and businesses to install new 
solar panels.  At the same time, the price of solar panels has fallen rapidly, and experts believe that 
prices will continue to fall making solar the cheapest energy source to install within five years.
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Mother and Child - Angola
Eric Lafforgue (France) 
A Mwila tribeswoman holds her daughter, who suffers from albinism, in Angola, South Central Africa. 
Although albinism is accepted in Angolan tribes, albinos face severe hardship and maltreatment 
in parts of Africa, with chairman of the Albino Association of Kenya, Isaac Mwaura, reporting that 
roughly 90 percent of albino children are raised by single mothers as a result of their fathers’ mistaken 
belief that their wives have had an affair with a white man. Between 2007 and 2009, 44 albinos were 
killed in Tanzania and 14 in Burundi, leading an estimated 10,000 East African albinos to go into hiding 
to avoid persecution.





ARRCC believes that as people dedicated to the 
common good, inspired by our beliefs and 
energized by our spirituality, people of all faiths 
can and should be at the forefront of creating a 
safe climate. 

Ph: (02) 9150 9713  |  Fax: (02) 9283 8154 | Email: info@arrcc.org.au | Web: www.arrcc.org.au

Faith Community Footprints: encourages 
faith communities to assess and reduce the 
ecological footprint of their place of worship 
through information and practical resources.

Meat Free Day: encourages people to reduce 
meat consumption by nominating one week day 
to be meat-free. Also invites faith communities to 
have meat-free meals at meetings and events.

Enabling Advocacy: Inviting and enabling 
individuals, places of worship and religious 
leaders to speak out on issues of  climate change 
to local communities and our nation’s leaders.

While celebrating the uniqueness of our 
different traditions, we stand together in 
working for an ecologically and socially 
sustainable future. 

Our initiatives include:

Ride to Worship: aims to introduce people of 
faith to regular cycling  as one way of responding 
to climate change.  As part of this, ARRCC holds an 
annual Ride to Worship Week in October.
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Waterworld – Philippines
Arturo De Vera Jr (Philippines)
Kids play basketball while waist deep in water at the Artex compound in the Philippines’ city of Malabon. 
Comprising 200 houses built in 1979 for employees of the Artex Yupangco Textile Mills Corporation, 
Artex has been permanently submerged in water since 2004. Regional population growth sparked the 
conversion of surrounding rural land into residential developments and roads, permanently elevating 
Artex’s peripheral terrain and leaving the area acutely vulnerable to flooding. Although temporary 
flooding is a common occurrence during monsoon season, the incidence and severity of floods in the 
Philippines has increased in recent years due to climate change. Remarkably, very few of Artex’s stoic 
residents have chosen to, or have been able to leave.
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27 Friday  > International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust – www.un.org/holocaustremembrance
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People of the Forest – Malaysia
Asis Kumar Sanyal (India)
An Orangutan and her baby cling to a tree in Semenggoh Nature Reserve, in the Malaysian state of 
Sarawak, Borneo Island. Residing exclusively in the rainforests of Sumatra in Indonesia, and Borneo in 
Malaysia, Orangutan means ‘person of the forest’, with Orangutan’s sharing 96.4% of our DNA. Over 
the last 50 years, the total Orangutan population has dwindled from 315,000 to just 50,000, making 
them one of the world’s most endangered species. The primary threat to Orangutans besides poaching 
and abuse is loss of habitat. In the last 20 years, 80% of Orangutan habitat has been lost to logging for 
timber and the clearing of rainforests for palm oil plantations. For more see Orangutan.org.au/palm-oil.


